








About Sam 
S. D. Smith is the author of The Green Ember Series, a million+ selling 
adventure saga featuring heroic #RabbitsWithSwords. The Green Ember 
spent time as the number one bestselling audiobook in the world on Audible. 
He is also the author of the madcap Mooses with Bazookas: And Other 
Stories Children Should Never Read as well as the touching throwback 
adventure, The Found Boys. Finally, he has co-authored two fantasy 
adventure novels with his son (J. C. Smith), Jack Zulu and the Waylander’s 
Key and Jack Zulu and the Girl with Golden Wings. Smith ’s stories are 
captivating readers across the globe who are hungry for “new stories with an 
old soul.” 
Though packed with old school virtue and moral imagination, Smith doesn’t 
merely create “safe” stories, but bold, daring, truthful tales of light that help 
shape children who become dangerous— dangerous to the darkness. 
Smith is a founder and owner of Story Warren, a publishing, events, and IP 
development house based in rural West Virginia. Story Warren exists to serve 
families as “allies in imagination.” 
S. D. Smith lives in Grandview, West Virginia with his wife and four kids. 





Darren Jones, Esq. 

Senior Counsel and Director of Group Services 

Darren Jones has worked at HSLDA since 1996, first as a legal assistant and then as an 
attorney in various capacities. He spends his time at the office: 

20% talking to members in legal difficulties, persuading them that it’s not as bad as it could 
be and HSLDA has got their back 

60% advising homeschool group leaders about everything from crafting statements of faith 
(he prefers the Nicene Creed) to designing policies to protect children at co-ops 

10% writing legal briefs (and wondering how in the world documents of 30 pages can 
possibly be called “brief”) 

10% keeping HSLDA and its sister organizations in compliance with the charitable 
solicitation laws of way too many competing jurisdictions 

100% advocating for the fundamental right of parents to direct the education of their 
children 

Darren and his wife Sara homeschool as a team and have graduated the oldest three of 
their four children. He enjoys board games, teaching Sunday school, and speaking at 
homeschool conferences around the country. 

 



























































Alaska’s Statewide Christian Homeschool  

Organization Since 1986 

Alaska Private and 
Home Educators 

Association 
(APHEA) 

The Alaska Private and Home Educators Association is a 

membership-based coalition of parents and others who 

have banded together for the furtherance of educational 

excellence through alternatives to the government-

operated public schools.  

www.aphea.org 



 

APHEA seeks to foster and protect a climate of 

non-interference for home education in Alaska by    

direct involvement in the political process. This is     

accomplished by providing information on issues and 

candidates and by acting as a liaison between home 

education and the Alaska legislature. We strive to 

keep APHEA members informed through bulletins 

concerning pertinent legislation and Department of 

Education activities. APHEA is a 501(c)(4) organization.  

Brief Look at Alaska State Law ~ 

Homeschooling 
Sec. 14.30.010. When attendance is compulsory. 

(a) Every child between seven and 16 years of age shall attend 

school at the public school in the district in which the child       

resides during each school term. Every parent, guardian or other 

person having the responsibility for or control of a child between 

seven and 16 years of age shall maintain the child in attendance 

at a public school in the district in which the child resides during 

the entire school term, except as provided in (b) of this section.  

(b) This section does not apply if a child… 

(12) is being educated in the child’s home by a parent or legal 

guardian. 



 

APHEA Position Statement 
Whereas it is a fact recognized by the Supreme Court of these United 

States that children are not the mere creatures of the state, and;  

Whereas it is the first responsibility of parents to care for their children 

and that part of this responsibility is the training and educating of their 

children, and; 

Whereas we recognize the high duty and right of all parents to direct 

the education of their children without unreasonable restrictions by 

the state, and;  

Whereas we affirm the fundamental right of parents to provide for 

their children religious training without interference from the state, 

and;  

Whereas it is a violation of the most basic concept of liberty for the 

state to standardize children by forcing upon them and their parents 

state-directed instruction;  

WE, THE MEMBERS OF APHEA, DO HEREBY DECLARE: 

1. Our intention to execute faithfully our parental duty to the best 

of our God-given abilities; 

2. Our intention to cooperate together to attain excellence in     

private education for our children;  

3. Our intention to resist any attempt by the government of these 

United States or the State of Alaska to disallow the freedom to 

exercise our parental rights in education; and 

4. Our willingness to collaborate to improve the climate of           

educational freedom in Alaska through public information as 

well as through legislative means.  



 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

The APHEA Annual State Homeschool

Convention:
• Only Christ-centered State Homeschool Convention.

• Provides a means to foster contact between homeschool groups in Alaska.

This is done through publications and the presentation of seminars.

• The Annual Convention encourages family participation.

• Features at least one keynote speaker who is well-known in the field of 

home education.

• Also provides workshops conducted by the keynote speaker, other special 

speakers, and by local teachers and parent educators.

• Vendor Hall: This is an excellent opportunity to obtain information from 

vendors knowledgeable in various curricula, to get a hands-on look at 

curriculum displays and supplementary materials, as well as purchase 

curricula, literature and other teaching materials.

• We strongly encourage membership with HSLDA.

APHEA
PMB 179

189 E. Nelson Ave.
Wasilla, AK 99654

              boardmembers@aphea.org

APHEA is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of seven 

members. The President and one-third of the Directors are elected 

each year at the convention.  




	2026 Convention Program
	2026 Convention Program
	2026 Program
	Program 2026
	611266078_1492161559021890_4071152238378331509_n
	ChatGPT Image Dec 8, 2025, 04_27_58 PM
	SDSmithAuthorPhoto1-scaled
	About Sam
	darren-jones
	Darren Jones
	2
	Lunch
	Papaya Tree
	Papaya Tree menu
	Friday special
	Saturday Special

	2
	3
	CC-Logo-CCC-1-2-1024x624-1024x624
	BJU
	Session Four
	4
	5

	6
	06794114-4729-420d-8851-1075d9949ee9
	maxresdefault-1024x576
	gold surv 8
	1
	NIT Logo Art + llc 6-28-14 PDF
	HSLDA-Logo-RGB
	7
	Screenshot 2026-01-31 143555
	9
	10
	Northern Legacy Auto Care
	11
	60543956_2350397848337212_2964035228223406080_n
	Information Flyer
	Logo new

	march 21 updated


	APHEA Session descriptions
	Eagle River Grace(1)

	Session Seven



